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BEAD CROCHET HELPFUL HINTS 
 
Bead crochet is a very portable bead project once all your beads are strung onto your thread in 
the pattern you want.  Below are some things I’ve found to be helpful when working on a 
project. I hope these tips help you in your bead crocheting.  Happy Beading! 
 
Sharon Boehme 
 
Helpful Items: 
 

 Bead Spinner.  This is helpful if you are doing a single color bracelet.  It cuts 
down on the time needed to string.  Not sure you want to purchase one?  Then 
make one.  Instructions can be found at the following web sites: 
http://kimberlychapman.com/crafts/beadspinner.html  for a version made from a 
margarine tub or http://www.tideswellcottage.com/bead-spinner.html (for a 
wooden version) 

 
 Spare hook.  You never know when you may lose or break a hook, so always 

have a spare so you don’t waste time not being able to crochet! 
 

 Small zippered pouch.  A small make-up bag is very handy and holds all the 
other items I need.  A small plastic pencil box would work too.  

 
 Safety pin (small is preferable).  This is very handy for putting through the loop 

when setting your work down or when you’re done working on it for the time 
being.  Also it’s very handy if you lose your loop in the work, it helps to find it 
again.  Some people like paper clips for holding the loop.  I’ve found that they 
can slip off, the safety pin closes, no chance of losing it.  

 
 Cushioned hair roller.  This is great for winding excess thread around that you 

need to pull from the spool.  This works well if you need to put the project away 
and helps reduce tangling of thread.  I found mine at the dollar store.  

 
 I carry a T-pin or some other straight pin for cracking that bead you didn’t mean 

to string.  I stick mine into the hair roller which also doubles as a pin cushion.  A 
set of pliers can also be used but has two drawbacks; they are bulky and when 
cracking a bead that way you may end up shredding your thread and then having 
to add new thread to your piece.  

 
  Tape measure.  Helpful for deciding if you’ve strung enough beads and/or for 

measuring the finished work. 
 

 Small scissors.  I keep a pair of folding ones in my bag.  
 

 Big Eye needle.  In case you need to restring on the go. 
 

 Extra beads.  If doing a simple pattern this isn’t that necessary, but with the 
complex patterns it’s nice to have that extra bead or two if you’ve strung the 
pattern wrong.  Just clip, add the bead(s) you need and add the thread to your 
work.  


