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 Beaded Tudor-Style Brooch 

This tutorial explains how to create a beaded brooch 

with basic jewelry making findings.  The findings 

used in the sample brooch may not be available in 

your local area; they were purchased at a small bead 

shop.  However, an explanation on how you can use 

findings available anywhere are shown beneath, 

under "Using Other Materials", and photos of other 

sample brooches are at the end of the tutorial for 

inspiration. 

Materials Used in Sample: 

 18mm 3-hole silver spacer bar with a box 

shape 

 1-inch pinback finding  

 3 silver headpins, 2" in length 

 A small charm for center dangle 

 Small silver metal accent beads  

 Two small charms for side dangles 

 Assorted Beads 

 3 jump rings 

 6" of 28-gauge wire in color of your 3-hole bar spacer 

 Tools:  Round-tip pliers, wire cutters, chain nose pliers 

Using Other Materials: 

3-hole spacer bar:  Any length of spacer bar can be used, as long as it has at least three holes or more.  It 

must be in a box shape with a pattern on the top of the box shape, and the holes running along the 

sides.  Note:  If your spacer bar has more than three holes, you will need more headpins. 

Pinback finding:  Pinback findings with safety catches come in various sizes, so what you need to do is 

match the length of your pinback finding to your 3-hole spacer bar. 

Metal accent beads:  These are optional; but when you use metal beads that match the metal color of 

your spacer bar, it adds to a finished look.   

Headpins:  2" headpins are used because a wire-wrapped loop is formed at the end; you could choose to 

use shorter headpins if you will only form a single loop at the end instead. 

The remaining charms and assorted beads are your choice.  (Note:  The heart 'charms' used in the 

sample brooch are actually from heart-shaped toggle clasps.)  When designing, use a unique charm in 

the center, and two matching charms at either side.   If your spacer bar has more than three holes, i.e., 
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four holes, experiment with a design that looks best, such as the two center holes having longer dangles 

than the two side holes, etc. ... 

1.  Open the pinback to make it easier to access the holes on the pinback.  Holding the bar spacer 

with the open side towards you, center the pinback over the spacer (the holes on the pinback 

and on the bar spacer won't match exactly, don't worry.)  Secure one end of the wire to the end 

of the bar spacer  (wrap it once around an end hole, and leave a short wire tail to push in later.)  

Continue to weave your wire through the holes in the pinback and spacer so that the pinback 

sits securely on the back side of your bar spacer.   Note:  The headpins are going to be pushed 

through these holes, so only passing your wire twice through each hole should be sufficient to 

be secure, yet leave room for the headpins. 

 
2.  Thread a headpin with a bead, and a metal accent bead, and insert the headpin through an end 

hole of the spacer bar.  Add another bead, and form a wire-wrapped loop with the remaining end of 

the headpin.  Repeat this process to insert a beaded headpin into the hole at the opposite end of 

the spacer bar.   
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3.  Next, thread the top accent beads onto the third headpin to make the center top beads a bit 

taller than the side beads.  (As shown in the sample brooch photo, a cube-shaped crystal bead, a 

round bead, and a bicone crystal were used as the top center beads.   

4. Thread this third headpin through the center holes of the bar spacer.  Add more beads to the 

bottom of the headpin so that these beads will sit just a bit lower than the side beads, and form 

a wire wrapped loop. 

5. Use jump rings to attach the side and center charms.   

Here are some photos of other brooches made with this technique: 

   

 

 

This brooch has a scissors charm as the center dangle, and no 

side charms, only beads. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This brooch used a lone vintage crystal earring as the center dangle, 

and again, only beads for the side dangles.  Note how using the 

textured metal beads in the same color as the bar spacer adds to a 

cohesive look. 


